THE RIGHTEOUS LIVE BY FAITH 

JESU juva! 

25 OCTOBER 1992— TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ST PAUL MN 

Kenneth f. korby, thd hymns (lw) 209;210; 334; 155*; 362 
psalm 62 (tlh) 6;261; 231*; 371 

HABAKKUK 1:1-3; 2:1-4 
2 timothy 1:3-14 

SAINT LUKE 17:1-10 

HE WHO THROUGH FAITH IS RIGHTEOUS SHALL LIVE 

Although we shall (Dv) celebrate the Reformation 
of the Church on Saturday next, we have left the Red on the 
altar—color of the Holy Spirit, of fire and love, of 
martyrdom and life in the blood of Jesus, Many of our 
sister churches will be celebrating the Reformation today. 

The theme of this day's celebration is the Gospel 
of God concerning His Son Jesus Christ, the message that "He 
who through faith is righteous shall live." That is, the 
Reformation is the renewal of contrition and repentance. 

For many people this message of life in the 
righteousness of faith seems strange, religious, and remote. 
And yet, if we look at our times, as the prophet Habakkuk 
looked at his times, we see "outrage and violence, 
contention and discord." We are in a litigous society where 
almost everyone is in contention for rights, As God asked 
Job, so He asks us, "Will you put me in the wrong so that 

YOU MAY BE PUT IN THE RIGHT?" In SUCH A WORLD, HABBAKUK 
GOES TO HIS WATCHTOWER TO SEE AND HEAR. WHAT HE RECEIVES IS 
THE VISION AND THE MESSAGE, ONE TO BE WRITTEN LARGE SO THAT 
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PEOPLE IN FLIGHT AND IN A HURRY MAY SEE IT: HE WHO THROUGH 

FAITH IS RIGHTEOUS SHALL LIVE. 

Jesus makes it plain to us that the world in which 
this message is given is no friend of grace, no friend of 
faith. "Offenses" are in the world. Jesus is not referring 
to hurt feelings when he speaks of offenses. he is 
referring to those words and actions which say and 
demonstrate that it is not right to trust jesus christ as 
your Lord who by His cross has delivered you from sin and 
death and will deliver you over to everlasting joy in life 
with Him. 

God's "little ones" can be offended in a varity of 
ways/ but there is always one point and one point only: trip 

THEM UP IN BELIEVING THAT JESUS CHRIST IS God's TRUE 

Righteousness given to us to make us right with Him in the 
life of faith. that is the world's goal; that is the goal 
of all worldings who think with the world. such offense can 
be administered in a number of ways. 

one is to neglect to teach the believers that 

ALONE IN THE GOSPEL OF GOD IS God's REVELATION AND WORK OF 

delivering us from death and giving us everlasting life. 
Always there lurks in the human breast that we can do some 
thing or be something that will put god under obligation to 
us— like the servant who thinks if he has worked hard all 
day at his joy and comes home in the evening/ surely the 
Master will prepare supper for him and say/ "My good 
servant/ you have worked so hard today that i have done your 
work of preparing supper. please sit down and let me be 
your waiter." 

two: if the teaching of the gospel is not 
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NEGLECTED/ THE TRIPPING UP OF THE BELIEVERS CAN HAPPEN BY 
ALTERING THAT GOSPEL. To GUARD IN SAFETY AND RIGHTEOUSNESS 
GOD HAS GIVEN PROPHETS AND APOSTLES AND PASTORS TO GUARD AND 
TEACH THAT MESSAGE PURELY AND TRULY, 

HABBAKUK SAW AND HEARD IT. He WAS TOLD: WRITE IT 

LARGE THAT EVEN WHO RUNS CAN READ IT. The TIME is now for 
the message. 

We heard St Paul exhort the young pastor Timothy 
to stir up the gift of god given to him when paul laid hands 
oan him in holy ordination. do wot be ashamed to testify to 
the lord/ said paul . do no be ashamed of the suffering of 
Christ or the apostle. You may trust this Christ/ this Good 
News from God of rightness freely given to be received for 
faith. This Christ Himself will bring you safely through to 
that Day of His appearing. 

Guard that message and teach it. As with Paul, so 
with you/ there will be those who turn back to the world/ 
who turn away from the truth. but you? you suffer like a 
good soldier, standing at your post, 

Last Sunday we heard St Paul say. First of all, to 
guard that message, engage the whole church in supplication 
and prayer, intercession and thanksgiving. 

In today's Gospel Jesus speaks of another way to 

EXERCISE THIS GOSPEL OF FORGIVENESS OF SINS. If YOU BROTHER 
SINS AGAINST YOU, "REBUKE HIM," Do NOT CONSIDER HIM AN 
ENEMY OR TREAT HIM AS A DISEASED OUTSIDE. LOOK AT HIM WITH 
TENDERNESS AND COMPASSION. SPEAK WITH MODESTY, MEEKNESS/ 
AND THE DESIRE THAT HE HEAR YOU. 

When he says, "I repent," forgive him. Do not 

GROW WEARY IN HEARING AND SAYING THAT WORD. WEARY NOT OF 
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TRUSTING IN/ LOVING, AND LIVING ON THAT WORD. THE CHURCH 
STANDS OR FALLS BY THIS GOSPEL OF THE FREE AND PURE 
FORGIVENESS OF SINS FOR THE SAKE OF JESUS, PREACHED, HEARD, 
BELIEVED, AND LIVED. WHERE THIS GOSPEL IS NOT PREACHED OR 
HEARD OR BELIEVED, THERE IS NO CHURCH" ONLY A RELIGIOUS 
SOCIETY. 

Offenses there will be in the world. Our Lord 
teaches us this fact. our experience conforms to that word, 
the offenses when we refuse to use this gospel for righting 
our lives with god and with each other; when we neglect to 
use this word of forgiveness and are seduced or led away to 
another way of righting our lives with god and with each 

OTHER, 

Little wonder the disciples blurted out: "LORD, 
INCREASE OUR FAITH." The great STONE of STUMBLING is Jesus 
Himself, the crucified and risen Lord. God selected this 
Jesus to be the CORNER STONE OF HIS CHURCH. In that Church 
you are built up into a holy Temple, a priesthood to offer 
sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving, declaring to each 
other and to the world the wonderful deeds of god"the 
heavenly word of the holy absolution. 

Jesus is the One who destroyed our death by His 
death. Deep into our sin and shame and unrighteousness He 
was sunk, and buried in His death in the tomb. But He burst 
the bonds of death and rose from the grave. mercy and truth 
have sprung from the earth. righteous and peace have kissed 

EACH OTHER, We ARE TAUGHT BY HIM TO PRAY, "AND FORGIVE US 
OUR SINS AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO SIN AGAINST US. AND LEAD 
US NOT INTO TEMPTATION." By HlS MERCY WE WHO DAILY SIN MUCH 
ARE FORGIVEN. WHEN THE DEVIL, THE WORLD, AND OUR OWN NATIVE 
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SELF SEEKS TO SEDUCE US INTO A SUPERSTITIOUS 'OTHER FAITH,' 

despair, and other great shame of vice, we pray for hlm to 
guard and sustain us, that "though we are assailed by them, 
that still we may finally overcome and obtain the victory. 
Led by Him into life Himself, we dare to trust His mercy and 
therefore learn to be merciful to the sinners around us. 

"SO WILL WE ALSO HEARTILY FORGIVE AND READILY DO GOOD TO 

those who sin against us." 

Today, as disciples of Jesus, we have been 
disciplined to sing hls praises, to cry out in supplication 

AND INTERECESSION, We HAVE IMPLORED THE HOLY SPIRIT FOR THE 
TRUE FAITH, THE TRUE GOSPEL, THE TRUE LIFE IN RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

Let us again say our "AMEN." 
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